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DELNET has completed the fourth year of its establishment as a
registered society and has emerged as the first operational library
network in India. Though its online union catalogue of books has not
grown much in size due to the limitations of LIBRIS software, three
new onlinedatabaseshavebeenstarted. DELNET staffhavesuccessfully
created new softwares on the BASISPLUS platform given by the
National Informatics Centre. RENNIC has been given to most of the
member libraries. The Union List of Current Periodicals which was
prepared in 1992 with the active participation of the JNU Library has
been upgraded and is being made available online. DELNET’s
membershiphasincreased to57libraries. Resource sharing programme
has been activated with the help of a three-wheeler vehicle acquired
with NIC's financial support. Besides a display at the World Book Fair
which attracted considerable attention, DELNET also organised
lectures and a regional seminar on Networking of Public Libraries in
South Asia, in collaboration with the National Book Trust, India and
the Raja Rammohan Roy Library Foundation.

a) Union catalogue of books:

DELNET has been using Libris software created by Frontier
Information Technology Pvt. Ltd., Hyderabad since 1993 for its
union catalogue of books. On this software, we had successfully
created a database of 168,253 records with 176,297 locations data.
But after this, the software had developed C-tree error, and
problems in exporting and importing of data and merging of
records. As a consequence, it was unable to take in more data.
Meanwhile, NIC had provided BASISPLUS software to us which
is a product of Information Dimensions, Inc. of USA. Since then,
DELNET’s staff have been successfully using this software.

NIC has also given TECHLIBPLUS software to us which is a
library automation software, based on BASISPLUS. But this does
not have the union catalogue facility. DELNET’s staff are actively
engaged in creating the union catalogue facility on BASISPLUS. So
far, the programmes developed on it, cover duplicate checking,
merging of data and search retrieval menus. The work is in
progress. They have also to create modules for location codes, and
menus for system administration. It is hoped that it will be a better
software for creating a union catalogue of books.



b)

d)

Union list of current periodicals:

DELNET created the union list of current serials in 1991 with the
assistance of the JNU Library and with NISSAT's financial
assistance. This project was taken up again in 1994. NISSAT had
given a grant to compile the Union List of Current Science Serials
in Delhi Libraries which was successfully completed. DELNET
extended this project and had compiled union lists of current
serials in the social sciences and humanities as well. One hundred
and fifteen libraries in Delhi were surveyed to compile these lists.
These union lists are now available online to all user libraries and
hard copies are also available at DELNET from which photocopies
can be made on payment. DELNET plans to regularly update these
lists as well as upgrade them to create union catalogues of
periodicals. To make these lists available online, DELNET created
the software on BASISPLUS and transferred the data from CDS/

ISIS.

Indian specialists database:

Using the BASISPLUS platform, DELNET also created a software
for Indian specialists database. This database contains details of
specialists in India from all fields, containing the name, address,
telephone numbers, area of specialisation, languages known and
the person’s other special interests. At present, there are details of
one thousand individuals taken from the membership of IICin this
database and we propose to add sketches of well-known
professionals to it from all fields every year.

Sample database of language publications:

On an experimental basis, DELNET has successfully created on
BASISPLUS, an online sample database of language books, using
GIST technology. Bibliographic data of books in various Indian
as well as some European languages are included in this sample
database. Within this software, one can create the bibliographic
database of books in any Indian language and retreive information
in any important Indian language. We hope that this sample
database will be useful to libraries which have books in Indian
languages. They can create their own machine readable catalogues
of language books. ;



e) Directory of libraries:

DELNET had already created a database of member libraries
earlier which was also available online to the user libraries and was
being updated. Questionnaires had already been circulated and
many replies had been received. This database will now contain
detailsof themember librariesincluding their subjectspecialisation,
special features of the library, details of the facilities and services
available, etc. We hope that these details will be useful for inter-
library loan, rationalisation of periodicals and resource sharing
purposes. As and when new members join, their details will be
added to this database.

E-mail

Till lastyear, NISSAT had been giving modems and ERNET E-mail
facilities through DELNET to selected member libraries and also to
some non-members. As assistance from NISSAT was not forthcoming,
this facility could not be given any longer. DELNET had requested the
member libraries to buy and maintain the modems and also pay for
ERNET facilities. NIC had also obliged DELNET by giving the
RENNIC facility to member libraries free of charge till March 31, 1996.
Both these E-mails were accessible on INTERNET. Users can send mail
to both national and international addresses.

DELNET Membership

It is heartening to note that some institutions outside Delhi had
shown interest in DELNET and its activities. This was evident from
the fact that DELNET’s membership was increasing. This year two
institutions from as far away as Pondicherry have become members.
During1995-96, 12 institutional membersand twoassociateinstitutional
members had been admitted.  With this DELNET has now »7
members, of which 50 are institutional members and 7 are associate
institutional members. A complete list of members is given in
Appendix L.

Inter-Library Loan/Resource Sharing

Till now, we had been relying more on courier services for
document delivery, etc., which most of our members found
" undependable. This year DELNET had received a grant from NIC for
the purchase of a three-wheeler vehicle for the purposes of inter-
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library loan, document delivery and resource sharing facilities. As
promotion of resource sharing is one of DELNET's primary objectives,
this facility has been welcomed by all the members in Dethi.

In August, DELNET had constituted a sub-committee to evolve an
agenda for resource sharing with Mr. S. M. Dhawan, Officer-in-
Charge, Library, National Physical Laboratory as its chairman, and
Dr. Jagdish Arora, Deputy Librarian, IIT, Mr. Subhash Deshmukh,
Manager, Library, C-DOT, Mr. J. P. Singh, Scientist-in-Charge, DSL
Library, DESIDOC, and Mr. Chhote Lal, Librarian, IARI as members.
The committee presented the report which is given in Appendix IL.

Access to International Databases

DELNET has always wanted to provide to its members the facility
of accessing international databases. We first started with accessing
through DIALOG but this proved to be unaffordable. Last year we
had negotiated with the British Library, London to let DELNET
members access its Blaise-line databases. We conducted a survey and
noticed that only four libraries were interested in it. We hope to
arrange a demonstration of Blaise-line and a hope more members will
show interest in it. We had also installed leased lines between DOE
and DELNET to make the INTERNET access faster and more efficient.
This year we installed two pairs of leased lines between NIC and
DELNET and hope that by 1997 its use will increase.

We expect to get full INTERNET connectivity soon for DELNET
as well as for all the member libraries. Before this occurs, staff will have
to be trained in the use of INTERNET. At present some DELNET
members outside Delhi can also use this facility and access DELNET
online services at local call charges if they have access to RENNIC.
However, from April 1, 1996, RENNIC users will have to pay a
nominal rent to NIC.

World Book Fair

DELNET participated in the 12th World Book Fair held at Pragati
Maidan from February 3-11, 1996 by providing online access to its
databases, DELNET’s stall attracted considerable attention and a
good response. A number of academicians, industrialists, students
and teachers showed an interest in DELNET's activities and found the
online catalogues very useful. The aim of these demonstrations was to
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create an awareness in the general public about the advantages of a
library network.

Seminars

DELNET organised a regional seminar on Networking of Public
Libraries in South Asia in collaboration with the National Book Trust,
India and the Raja Rammohan Roy Library Foundation on February 5,
1996. Several librarians, information specialists and technical experts
from all over India as well as from the South Asiancountries participated.
The seminar was inaugurated by Shri Ashok Vajpaye, Joint Secretary,
Department of Culture, Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Government of India. Director, DELNET delivered the keynote
address. Other specialists who presented papers were Mrs. Kalpana
Das Gupta, Director, Central Secretariat Library, Dr. N. Vijayaditya,
Deputy Director-General, NIC., Prof. Prabir Roy Choudhary, Calcutta,
Mr. D. R. Kalia, former Director of Delhi Public Library and Prof. M.
A. Gopinath, DRTC, Bangalore. The seminar was followed by a panel
discussion in the evening. A report of the proceedings is given in
Annexure III.

Lectures

DELNET organised a lecture demonstration on the Use of GIST
(Graphics and Intelligence-Based Scrip Technology) in Libraries on
August 29,1995 by Mr. Mohan Tambe, Executive Director, Language
Technology Mission at the Department of Electronics, Government of
India. After giving an historical outline of GIST, he explained how
information stored in various scripts could be made available to users.

According to Mr. Tambe, GIST removed the language barriers by
allowing all the living languages of the world to co-exist along with the
computersand softwares. GIST’s main focus was the com puter keyboard
overlay which did full justice to the nature of the sophisticated scripts
by sharing their common characteristics. Mr. Tambe went on to explain
that these scripts were basic letters joined with each other to form
complex conjunctures. Other vowel signs were attached above, below
or beside these characters. These basic letters were arranged according
to their keyboard overlay and codes for all the ten Indian scripts which
had originated from the ancient Brahmi script.

Mr. Tambe observed that to remove the barriers between scripts,
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GIST provided instant transliteration between related scripts
including Roman scripts with additional diacritical marks which
could always be seen. Transliteration was invaluable, especially to
those who were familiar with a language but not with its script. Thus
one could appreciate a Sanskrit text in Roman script or an Urdu
couplet in Devanagari script. Mr. Tambe affirmed that GIST catered
to various families of scripts including Indian, Perso-Arabic, European,
Sri Lankan, Tibetan/Burmese and Thai scripts equally. Each family of
scripts shared a common keyboard and code. Mr. Tambe concluded
that the DOE mission was to nurture the living languages in modern
media,

The lecture was followed by a demonstration by Ms. Sangeeta
Kaul who had developed the software and sample database of books
inIndianlanguagesonthe BASISPLUS platformusing GIST technology.

On January 2, 1996, Dr. N. Seshagiri addressed a gathering of
librarians at a function jointly organised by the India International
Centre and DELNET. He spoke on Networking in India: A National
Perspective.

Dr. Seshagiri referred to the Planning Commission's task force of
which he was the chairman in which the computerised networking
was a major component. The implementation of the recommendations
required the support, vision and hard work of library professionals.
Dr. Seshagiri spoke on the increasing cost of journals which resulted
in the need for resource sharing and modernising of the libraries.
Library networking was one of the tools by which resource sharing
could be done. Discussing the sectoral movement in resouce sharing,
Dr. Seshagiri praised the work done by NISSAT but, said that while
the need for this sectoral movéinent was in 50 to 60 sectors, NISSAT
could implement it only in 12 sectors. He remarked that we had to look
at the library system as a repository of knowledge. What was left out
by NISSAT in this movement was being taken up by NIC. Continuing
on the sectoral development in library networking, Dr. Seshagiri
maintained that at NIMHANS, Bangalore the entire programme had
been financed by NIC. In the agricultural sector, 70 libraries had been
connected through NICNET. The biotechnology sector was also fully
connected to NICNET. He said that they were also trying to connect
all South and Central Asian countries with UNESCO's help.

Dr. Seshagiri added that NIC was a repository of the MEDLARS
] :



Information Service and several medical and other institutions,
hospitals, etc. were connected to this, not only in India but also in
Nepal. Bhutan and Bangladesh were going to be connected soon.

NIC also wanted to catalogue the social science sector, especially
theinstitutionsspecialisingin economics and sociology butDr.Seshagiri
regretted that there was not much cooperation forthcoming. He
admired IGNCA which had a highly innovative group led by Dr.
Kapila Vatsyayan and observed that with NIC’s help they had created
a database of arts and culture.

Citing examples of individual institutions which were taking
initiative, Dr. Seshagiri appreciated the progress made by DELNET.
He affirmed that the growth of intra city networks was very logical
and important because for resource sharing, the distances had to be
narrowed. He praised the role of DELNET in resource sharing, and
saving of foreign exchange and said that what DELNET was doing
was tobringbooks to peopleinstead of people going outforinformation.

Dr. Seshagiri spoke extensively on video conferencing, which was
at the moment being used by NIC. It was not very expensive and so
NIC was planning to have this facility in all the major cities. This could
help a great deal in distance education.

Talking about international databases, Dr. Seshagiri was of the
view that all the major libraries should take initiatives in having
connectivity to international databases and also in putting their own
data onto databases : Of course, they should follow international '
standard formats. He added that if we did not participate now, wide
gaps would remain in the databases which needed to be completed. So
if there was mutual understanding among libraries, our costs would
be reduced in getting the much needed information.

Dr.Seshagiri also touched upon‘Video on Demand’ and “Interactive
Television’ for question answers, queries, etc. during panel discussions
and educative programmes, for which a TV could be connected to a PC
through a phone and modem which monitored them. And every
component and softwaré required for this tool was available in our
country itself. ‘Video on Demand’ was made possible because of
digitisation of the cassette recorders and players instead of the
magnetic head and cassette tape of VHS. NIC was advocating the
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